
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Formation Guide: Faithful Presence  
 
 
Texts in focus:  
 
2 Corinthians 5:18-20 
18 And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ.  
And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. 19 For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them.  
And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. 20 So we are Christ’s 
ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we 
plead, “Come back to God!” 
 
 
Jeremiah 29:5-7  
5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.6 Marry and 
have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in 
marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do 
not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried 
you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 

 
 
What is Faithful Presence?  
 
Faithful presence represents an alternative option, or “third-way” approach to 

the tendency Christians have had through the ages to either withdraw from 

the public space, or seek to influence it with a top-down communication style 

or use of power. Faithful presence is a call for Christians to be involved and 

active in the public space but to do so with a focus on building influence 

through relationships, participation in projects that advance the welfare of the 

city, and engagement in the public space with an awareness that God is often 

already at work in the most unlikely of places and people. We demonstrate 

faithful presence by consistently showing up in any one area with a presence 

or countenance that signals to those around us we are interested in knowing 

people, we view the problems that hurt our community as our own, and we 



engage with people and systems in a way that demonstrates the humility, love, 

mercy and truth of Jesus.  

 
 
 
Questions for discussion 
 
 
1  /  As you think through the public spaces you inhabit throughout the course 

of a typical week (neighborhoods, work spaces, restaurants, cafes, parks, gym, 

grocery, leisure) in which spaces do you struggle to be fully present to 

opportunities to connect with people? In which spaces do you naturally bring 

a spirit of faithful presence?  

 

 

2  /  In his book, “Faithful Presence,” author David Fitch illustrates our culture’s 

serious struggle to be present to it’s surroundings by sharing how some 

restaurants are beginning to actually ban smart phone use while dining (page 

47). Chef’s and café owners who take their jobs seriously are tired of seeing 

people miss opportunities to fully engage with the food, people, and 

surroundings they have created. It goes without saying to note just how 

radically smart phones have altered our ability to be present. How do you 

notice this dynamic affecting you and your family or community? In what ways 

does your phone (or connection to social media) decrease your sense of 

presence to those you are around?  

 

 

3  /  Besides your phone, name some of the obstacles you need to address to 

become more present to the public spaces you inhabit?  

 

 

4  /  Faithful presence is best demonstrated in spaces where we already hold 

commitments, or spaces we plan to be committed to. In thinking through your 

typical week, identify one place where you can begin practicing a new kind of 

presence. Practically speaking, what would this look like for you?  

 

 

5  /  The message this week touched on issues of identity, authority and style 

as important components of faithful presence. As you think through these 

three, which do you feel you possess, and which do you lack? Following this 



question, ask those around you for prayer. Spend time as a group laying hands 

on one another in prayer and commissioning towards faithful presence.   

 

 
Suggestions for practice 

 
1  /  When you see a neighbor (or a group of neighbors) outside, recognize this 

moment as an opportunity to engage. Say a prayer and walk over to say hello 

and see how you might be fully present to the moment to interact in some 

way.    

 

2  /  When in public spaces, put your phone away. Make an intentional choice 

to be fully present and aware of your surroundings. Look for opportunities to 

take notice of your surroundings and the people you see.  

 

3  /  When walking in public spaces, look for opportunities to simply smile at 

or say hello to those you pass by as you walk.  

 

 

Suggested reading 
 

Faithful Presence by David Fitch  

The Art of Neighboring by Jay Pathak & Dave Runyon  
 


