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SCRIPTURE:  
 
Colossians 3:12-13: Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience; bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint 
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 
 
Matt. 5:21-22: You have heard it was said to those of old, “You shall not murder; and whoever 
murders will be liable for judgment.” But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will 
be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the counsel; and whoever says, 
“You fool!” will be liable to the hell of fire. 
 
Matt. 5:27-28: You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.” But I say to you that 
everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart.” 
 
Roman 5:1-11:  Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand; and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  For while we were still weak, at the right 
time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person – though perhaps 
for a good person one would dare even to die—but God shows his love for us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.  Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much 
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.  For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be 
saved by his life.  More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
2 Cor. 5:17-21: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
Matt. 18:21-35: Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, 
but seventy-seven times. Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 



to settle accounts with his servants.  When he began to settle, one was brought in to him who owed 
him ten thousand talents.  And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his 
wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made.  So the servant fell on his knees, 
imploring him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.”  And out of pity for him, the 
master of that servant released him and forgave the debt.  But when that same servant went out, he 
found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to 
choke him, saying, “Pay what you owe.” So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, “Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.” He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay 
the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they 
went and reported to their master all that had taken place.  Then his master summoned him and said 
to him, “You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  And should 
not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you? And in his anger his master 
delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart. 
 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 
1. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal your strategies or tendencies for dealing with your sin. Do you: 

• Tend to minimize your sin, not seeing yourself as the murderer and the adulterer, from 
Matt. 5? 

• Tend to focus on past or present circumstances to justify your sin (I wasn’t raised in the 
church, etc.)? 

• Tend to focus on/redirect the attention to the sin of others, rather than your sin (Gen. 3:12, 
“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”). 

• Tend to maintain a pattern of non-reconciliation, where you just keep “moving on” in the 
face of your sin and broken relationships, being unwilling to take the time (and pain) to 
reconcile with those who have hurt you or that you have hurt? 

 
2. Does your process for reconciling stop at “I’m sorry” (ownership of wrongdoing), or does it 
continue to reconciliation, a restored relationship (“will you forgive me for ….”)? 
 
3. Have you ever come to a place where you realized that there is something broken in you that, 
apart from God’s intervention, can’t be fixed by you or anyone else? What led you to come to this 
realization? What did you learn about you? What did you learn about the Lord? How has your view 
of others (who are sinners like me and you) changed?   
 
4. How do you process God’s description of you (from Rom. 5:1-11) as “weak”, “ungodly”, 
“sinners”, “enemies”?  He proclaims it was not when you were “cleaned up” when He loved us. 
Rather it was when we were in this weak, ungodly, sinful condition, as enemies of God, when He 
demonstrated His love for you.  Have you come to the place of accepting His love for you? 
 



5. Dallas Willard has referred to the exchange of Christ’s righteousness (attributed to us) for our sin 
and shame (attributed from us to Him at Calvary) as “scandalous grace.” How would you describe it? 
 
6. Is it hard for you to accept that the Lord, in your place of brokenness, has both forgiven you for 
the harm and sin you have caused, and also passed onto you His righteousness in lieu of your 
brokenness? Why? 
 
7. If you struggle with holding onto grudges or bitterness, could the struggle be traced to failing to 
consider the depth of our sin, and, therefore, the depth of love demonstrated by being forgiven by a 
holy, holy, holy God and having His righteousness transferred to you?  Read Matt. 6:14-15 & Matt. 
18:21-35). Is there any room left for maintaining grudges and bitterness where we have received 
forgiveness and reconciliation from God? 
 
8. Start your prayer times this week by reflecting on where you have been, and what you have done, 
apart from your relationship with God.  Then consider His holiness from Rev. 4:2-11, which is 
ongoing now.  Invite Him to reveal His love for you that has negated your sin, and cleansed you, and 
has committed to restore you and complete you in His Son, Jesus (Phil. 1:6). 
 


