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by the Hebrew Scriptures, fulfillment
of God’s promises, pinnacle of the
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this news, this beautiful, wonderful
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Start Here

What will it take to make this broken world right?

This is the question that the prophets and poets of every generation write, speak, and sing
about. Whether it is John Lennon'’s song “Imagine” or Bob Dylan’s “Blowin’ in the Wind,” Bob
Marley’s “One Love,” Matisyahu's “One Day,” Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie’s “We Are the
World,” or Common and John Legend'’s “Clory,” the theme is the same. Through their art,

they invite the generations to imagine a better life in a better world.

Imagine it. A world with no more wars, with no more slavery, racism, or injustice, with no
more perversion, pornography, or politicians grasping for power. A world with no more
trafficking taking place in Thailand, killing in the DR Congo, or shooting in the streets of our
city. A world and everyone in it filled with love, joy, peace, righteousness, true happiness and

true freedom and true justice for all.
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What will it take for that to happen?

The artists, as well as the leaders and influencers across the generations, certainly

have their opinions. Will it take time, tolerance, and progress? Or is it about upholding
conservative morality? Some say less government is the answer, while others say it will take
more government. Still others call for a new government or for no government at all. Some
have even said it will mean a world with no more religion. And the reality is that so many
people feel like there is just not any real hope for a better world. Again, the question: What

will it take to make this broken world right?

Here is areally bold claim: the Scriptures have the answer to
that question. And what the Scriptures audaciously proclaim
is that the answer is for the world to have a King ruling over it.

The unfolding story the Scriptures tell about the world is that it is indeed severely broken,
and the way it becomes the kind of place we can only imagine is for the whole world
(including us) to have one righteous, global King over it. And my Brothers and Sisters, here is
the Good News: Jesus is that King.

Jesus is the long-awaited, foretold by the Hebrew Scriptures, fulfilment of God's promises,
pinnacle of the story, crucified and risen King. And this news, this beautiful, wonderful
GOOD NEWS calls for aresponse.

The world—our world—is severely broken, and the reality is every one of us is part of it. The
problem is not just the world out there. It is our lives as well. At one level, the pain and loss
we experience is a result of living in a broken world. But at another level, there is a darkness
in us that forms selfish desires, causes selfish choices, and drives us to live with selfish

motivations, all of which contributes to the brokenness of the world. And in the midst of
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all of the brokenness and darkness, there seems to be very little we can do about any of it.

What will it take to light up the darkness within us and malke our broken lives right?

Once again, the Scriptures make the same bold claim. There is a good King who has made
away for us to have true life, and His name is Jesus. This righteous, global IKing has made a
way for us by absorbing all of our sin and all of the world’s suffering into Himself by dying on
a cross and then rising back to life from the dead. As aresult, we are all invited to respond
by giving our allegiance to this King and experiencing, through Him, what it means to be
fully human as part of His Kingdom, now and forever. This is the best, most beautiful, most

wonderful news the world has ever heard, and it is for you and all the people around you.

“The gospel was—and is—the powerful announcement that
the world has a new lord and the summons to give him believing

allegiance.” / NT. Wright, The Day the Revolution Began

The aim of this Formation Path is to help us more deeply (and
precisely) grasp the Good News of King Jesus and to more
lovingly (and zealously) share it with all the people around us.

Before we walk on this path together, it is important for us to honestly consider a couple

questions.

First, how is your life being changed by Jesus and the Good News about Him? This
Good News is designed to beautifully and radically change our lives. How has that happened

in your story? And how is it continuing to happen?
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Second, are you committed to walking this path together with others? Who will
that be for you? Here is a space to write their names.

As we take this journey together, let us commit to walking together with joy (including lots

of laughter) and with zeal (including lots of hard work).

Ok, so now for the details.

1/ CGATHERINGC TOGETHER ON SUNDAY MORNING
In'addition to our practices of worship, fellowship, and the Lord’s Supper, we will engage

with teaching and stories about the Cood News of King Jesus.

2/USING THIS FORMATION GUIDE

We are together living the beautiful way of Jesus for the glory of God and the good of the
next generation. One way to capture and sum up the way of Jesus is bow, sit, walk, run. We
will continue to use these categories for this guide, and for each week we are on this path

together, there will be one main practice we will engage in together.
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BOW / READ AND BE “COOD NEWSED” BY MATTHEW
As we walk on this path together, we are invited to read through the Cood News
according to Matthew. Day by day we will read through it, looking to respond to Jesus
and this Good News about Him.

SIT /ENGAGE WITH QUESTIONS

Each week, reflect on a few questions and then discuss your responses with others.

WALIC/ TALK ABOUT JESUS

One practice for us in this season is to simply talk with someone about Jesus each day
(or as often as possible). It might be a friend, a spouse, a child, a grandchild, a co-worker,

a stranger, or literally anyone. This practice is explained further in the pages that follow.

RUN / PRAYERFULLY SHOW AND SHARE THE GOOD NEWS

Each week of this guide contains some intentional actions we can take toward lovingly

(and zealously) sharing the Good News.

3/ SEND AND RECEIVE RECULAR MESSAGES TO ONE ANOTHER

As an option, one more way for us to be synced up together over these six weeks is to

send and receive messages within your group. Use a platform like GroupMe, a group text
thread, or Slack to send and receive messages with those in your group. These can be

short messages aimed at reminding one another of the beauty and wonder of the Cood
News. They might be words of encouragement or prayers regarding something shared in
conversation. Or they might be gentle, bold challenges to show and share it with the people

around us that day.
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WEEK 1

THE GOOD NEWS
miva  edayyélov

:
besorah euangelion

In the Scriptures, these words are translated into English as “good news.” In ancient times,
these words were used to communicate when an important battle had been won, or when
anew king had been born, or when an important dignitary was coming to visit a city. When
something really good happened, a royal messenger (a herald) would come, sometimes
running, and would bring the good news to the people. The Hebrew Prophet Isaiah, one of
the poetic prophets of his generation, proclaimed, ‘how beautiful on the mountains are the
feet of those who bring good news (Isaiah 52.7)."

The old English word that has often been used in English translations of the Scriptures is
gospel. This word too is from a different cultural context, and it also simply means “good
news.” The foundational message given to followers of Jesus is not a plan, an
equation, an argument, or even good advice. It is news.

The Cospel or Good News is news. It is a story about something that has happened and is
happening. News is a story, and it often includes a headline to capture the essence of the

story and to draw the hearer in to engage the story.

The Scriptures tell the story of the world, of Israel, and of the Kingdom of God, all of which
culminates in the story of Jesus. Through His life, His death on the Cross for our sins, His

burial, His resurrection back to life, and His ascension, the world and all who surrender to
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Him will be rescued and made right. One great headline for this news is ‘Jesus is King.” A
slightly longer headline is “Jesus is the crucified and risen Savior and King of the world.” This

story is the best, most wonderful news the broken world has been longing to hear.

We are all invited to receive this Good News, to have our lives be beautifully wrecked and
radically reshaped, and to be sent as royal messengers (heralds) to proclaim it to all those

around us.

“The purpose of the gospel proclamation is to cultivate obedient allegiance to

Jesus the king among the nations.” / Matthew Bates, Salvation by Allegiance Alone

BOW / READ AND BE “COOD NEWSED” BY MATTHEW

Since the earliest church, the first four writings in the New Testament canon, Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John, have been called the Cospel. They are each called the Gospel (the
Good News) because they proclaim the Gospel (the Cood News). In creative and unique
ways, they each tell the story of Jesus as the culmination of the story of the world, Israel,
and the Kingdom of Cod. As you feast on the Text this week try to capture what you notice

about Jesus and His Kingdom.

Day 1—Matthew 1

Day 2 —Matthew 2

Day 3 —Matthew 3

Day 4 —Matthew 4.1-11
Day 5 —Matthew 4.12-25
Day 6 —Matthew 5.1-12
Day 7 —Matthew 5.13-48
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SIT /ENGAGE WITH QUESTIONS

Over the course of this week, reflect on the following questions and interact with others

about them.

Q. Before we began this path, how would you have explained the Cospel (the Cood
News)? Did Sunday’s message challenge or change your understanding of the Good

News? If so, how does that make you feel?

Q. In what ways have you been beautifully and radically changed by Jesus and the Cood

News about Him?

Q. What does the word “evangelism” conjure up in you? How often do you share the
Good News of Jesus with those who do not yet know and follow Him? How do you feel

about the frequency with which you are sharing the Cood News?

Q. What has been your experience so far this week with reading Matthew (BOW) and
with talking about Jesus with others (WALK)? Is there anything you hear the Holy Spirit
lovingly provoking you to do (RUN)?

WALIC(/ TALK ABOUT JESUS

A central part of sharing the Cood News is simply talking about Jesus. Talking about who He
is, what we are learning about Him, how we are experiencing Him, and why we follow Him the
way we do. Yet so many of us do not talk about Him very much at all. What might happen if
we trained ourselves to simply talk about Jesus in everyday life? This week pay attention to

how often you talk to someone about Jesus. What do you notice?
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RUN / PRAYERFULLY SHOW AND SHARE THE GOOD NEWS

See the people around you and hear what the Spirit of God is saying to you about them.

This week make a list of names of the people around you who might not yet be followers
of Jesus. These are neighbors, coworkers, friends, service providers, teachers, baristas,
barbers, nail techs ... the people who come in and out of your life each and every day.

As you make the list, ask Jesus to help you see them as He sees them and to hear the

provocations of His Spirit as it relates to them.

List of Names
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WEEK 2

THE GOOD NEWS and the pseudo-gospels /part 1
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Jesus is King! That is the Good News. And behind that headline is a history-
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This Gospel, this Cood News is the foundation and framework of our message. However,
within the church, there is a temptation to subtly shift the message. Within each culture
and each generation, there are “pseudo-gospels” that emerge. These tend to be significant
Kingdom themes found throughout the Scriptures. They are incredibly important
secondary messages, and they are some of the most tangible ways that we are beautifully
changed by Jesus. For example, in Jesus, we are set free from our sins now and forever!
And we are set free for a life of sacrificially fixing that which is broken in the world around
us! However, when these become the main message, when they become the foundation
and framework, they tend to move us away from being centered on King Jesus and toward
being centered on humans. Over time, the result is they do not produce people who really

live the way of Jesus and His Kingdom.

Within this cultural moment, there seems to be four main pseudo gospels: the plan of
salvation gospel, the social justice gospel, the experiential gospel, and the therapeutic

gospel. The focus this week is on the first two.

THE PLAN OF SALVATION COSPEL

God is holy.lam a sinner, and therefore, | am destined for an eternity separated from God.
But because Cod loves me, He sent His one and only Son, Jesus, who died on the Cross for

me, so that | can be forgiven and can spend eternity with Him in heaven.

THE SOCIAL JUSTICE GOSPEL

Godis love. The world is tragically broken and full of bondage, unjust systems, and
oppression. The testimony of Scripture, from the Exodus to Jesus, is that Cod’s mission

is to liberate people from this bondage and injustice. Because of Cod’s love for the world,
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Jesus shows us what love looks like and sets us free in order to join with him to set others

free from suffering and oppression.

BOW / READ AND BE “COOD NEWSED” BY MATTHEW

As you feast on the Text try to creatively capture what you notice about Jesus and His

Kingdom.

Day 1—Matthew 6.1-18
Day 2 — Matthew 6.29-34
Day 3 —Matthew 7.1-20
Day 4 —Matthew 7.21-29
Day 5 —Matthew 8.1-17
Day 6 —Matthew 8.18-34
Day 7 —Matthew 9

SIT /ENGAGE WITH QUESTIONS

Over the course of this week, reflect on the following questions and interact with others

about them.

Q. What was stirred up in you from this week’s message about the Cood News of King

Jesus, the plan of salvation, and the call to do justice?

Q. In what ways has Jesus changed you through the truths connected with the plan of
salvation and the call to do justice? Have you noticed an under or over emphasis in your life

or the churches you have been part of ? And have you noticed any effects of this?
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Q. Last week, one of our practices was to write down the names of the people we see in
everyday life and to lean in and hear what the Spirit of Cod might be saying to us about
these dear people. Who did you see and what did you hear?

Q. What has been your experience so far with all of this? With whom can you be transparent

about this? How can we be in this together more?

WALIC/ TALK ABOUT JESUS

This week aim to make it a practice to regularly talk about Jesus with others. This can
be anyone! A friend, a spouse, a child, a parent, a classmate or coworker, or even a total
stranger. One idea is that when someone asks you how you are doing, respond with

something about what you sense Jesus doing in your life.

RUN / PRAYERFULLY SHOW AND SHARE THE GOOD NEWS

God s already at work in the lives of the people around us. We are called to join in with what
He is doing. This week, continue to see those dear people and to hear the provocations of
the Spirit.

As a tangible practice, pray over your list of names. Pray that God would draw them to
Himself and that you might be able to participate in that. In your prayers, be really specific
and bold.
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WEEK 3

THE COOD NEWS andthe pseudo-gospels / part 2

\
8
S

plan of

m, S
m, 0
"

20/ The Cood News

the personal

salvation gospel

umy
aw iy,
\\\\ ////

o , “Put first things first and we get
second things thrown in: put

2
S 2
S 2

S 2

S Z

the

L second things first and we lose both
experiential

first and second things.” — C.S. Lewis

Cood News 7 the social
of = justice gospel
King Jesus

N
&

7 W
2 S
KL

“Apparently the world is made that
therapeutic
gospel

way... You can’t get second things
by putting them first; you can get

S
S
S
", o
71y N
e

2
%,
2

7,
“,,

second things only by putting first
things first.” — C.S. Lewis



¥ &

Those two quotes by C.S. Lewis capture the heart of our theme this week. The first thingis
the Good News of King Jesus. When that is first, our foundation and main message, we get
to taste the sweet fruits of salvation, we get to hear the invitation to participate in Cod’s
mission of justice, we get to experience the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, and we
get to be deeply transformed into the people we were made to be. However, when those

second things subtly become first, we lose them and the Cood News.

Within this cultural moment, there seems to be four main second things or pseudo gospels:
the plan of salvation gospel, the social justice gospel, the experiential gospel, and the

therapeutic gospel. The focus this week is on the last two.

THE EXPERIENTIAL GOSPEL

God s alive. However, there are forces of evil at work in the world that often keep us from
experiencing Him and His Kingdom. Because Cod loves me, He sent His Son Jesus to

defeat those forces of evil, along with all sin, evil, disease, and death. Now He promises to
bring us victory, blessing, healing, prosperity, and all kinds of experiences by the presence

and power of His Holy Spirit.

THE THERAPEUTIC GOSPEL

Godis good. Because of the trauma and pain of being in a fallen world,  am broken. But
because Cod loves me, Jesus came and lived a fully, truly human life characterized by
goodness and love. He made a way for me to heal from my pain, to find and become my

true self, and then to help others do the same.
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BOW / READ AND BE “GOOD NEWSED” BY MATTHEW

Who is Jesus? What do you notice Him saying and doing? Who could you tell about these
things?

Day 1—-Matthew 10.1-25
Day 2 — Matthew 10.26-42
Day 3 —Matthew 11

Day 4 —Matthew 12

Day 5 —Matthew 13.1-23
Day 6 —Matthew 13.24-52
Day 7 —Matthew 13.53-58

SIT / ENGAGE WITH QUESTIONS

Over the course of this week, reflect on the following questions and interact with others

about them.

Q. What was stirred up in you from this week’s message about the Good News of King

Jesus, the experiential gospel, and the therapeutic gospel?

Q. What, if any, has your experience been with the experiential gospel or the therapeutic
gospel? Have you under or over played either? Do you notice any impact of this on your life?

Where do you see these pseudo-gospels at worlk around you?

Q. What has your experience been with praying for specific people to come to know and

follow Jesus?
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Q. Is there anything you hear the Holy Spirit lovingly provoking you to do or to say? Is there

any way others could help you faithfully respond to these provocations?

WALIC/ TALK ABOUT JESUS

Again, what might happen if we trained ourselves to simply talk about Jesus often? Each
day this week (or as often as possible), talk to someone about Jesus. And again, it can

be anyone! Be creative! “This morning, | was reading in Matthew 4, and | noticed Jesus
withdrawing into the wilderness.” Or “Yeah, | keep asking Jesus about that.” Or “l have been
really struggling with worry about money. And Jesus keeps reminding me that He said that

His Father will provide.”

RUN / PRAYERFULLY SHOW AND SHARE THE GOOD NEWS

Continue the practice from last week. Pray over alist of names of those who do not yet
follow Jesus. Pray that the King would draw them to Himself and that you might be able to
participate in that. Again, be really specific and bold.




WEEK 4

THE GOOD NEWS into the harvest fields

"As a reaction to a very aggressive, manipulative, and often degrading type of
evangelization, we sometimes have become hesitant to make our own religious
convictions known, thereby losing our sense of witness. Although at times it seems
better to deepen our own commitments than to evangelize others, it belongs to
the core of Christian spirituality to reach out to the other with good news.” / Henri

Nouwen, Reaching Out

Proselytize. Evangelize. Evangelism. For a lot of people those are dirty words with a lot of
baggage. They are often taboo, even within the church. According to a 2018 Barna studly,
over the last 25 years there has been a 25% decrease in those within the church who agree
that “every Christian has a responsibility to share their faith.” According to a 2019 Lifeway
Research project, 55% of “churchgoers” have not shared how to become a follower of
JESUS with anyone over the last 6 months. And according to a 2019 Barna study, 47% of
those in the Millennial generation within the church even believe it is wrong to evangelize

people of other faiths.

As aresult, many of us rarely, if ever, share the Good News of Jesus. And this is not a new
problem. In Matthew 9, we see Jesus compassionately proclaiming the Cood News to the

people around Him and, at the same time, addressing this very same problem.

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw

the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless,
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like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his
harvest field.” (Matthew 9.35-38)

Notice that Jesus addresses a problem that existed in His day. “The harvest is plentiful but
the workers are few.” That problem still exists today. There are people all around us who
are longing for this Good News, but the workers are few. In response, Jesus is still calling for
more Good News workers to be sent out into the harvest fields. He is calling us “to reach

out to the other with good news.” This is at the very core of who we are.

BOW / READ AND BE “COOD NEWSED” BY MATTHEW

What stands out to you about Jesus and His Kingdom this week?

Day 1—Matthew 14.1-21

Day 2 — Matthew 14.22-36
Day 3—Matthew 15 ‘
Day 4 —Matthew 16

Day 5 —Matthew 17
Day 6 —Matthew 18.1-20
Day 7 —Matthew 18.21-35

SIT /ENGAGE WITH QUESTIONS

Over the course of this week, reflect on the following questions and interact with others

about them.
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Q. Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful.” Do you believe that? Why or why not?

Q. Jesus said, “The workers are few.” How high of a priority is sharing the Good News for
you? How much do you think about sharing the Cood News in your day-to-day life? What
are your honest thoughts and feelings when you think about this?

Q. Who are the people you are praying will come to know and follow Jesus? Pick one (or
more) of those people and talk about them with your group. What are their stories? Are
there any steps you have felt prompted to take to show love for them? Have you taken

those steps? And what would it feel like for you to see them give their lives to King Jesus?

WALIC/ TALK ABOUT JESUS

Ok, so how is this going? One way to jumpstart this practice is to identify a person or two

this week and ask them if you can talk (or text) with them about Jesus each day this week.

RUN / PRAYERFULLY SHOW AND SHARE THE GOOD NEWS

Is there a tangible step you can take over the next few weeks to connect with one (or
more) of the people you have been praying for? There are all kinds of great ways to do this ...
a front porch hang-out, a game night, an invitation to get coffee or to come to your house
for dinner. Again, God is already lovingly at work in their lives, so as you think about taking a
step, try to follow the provocations of His Spirit.
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WEEK 5

THE GOOD NEWS through sowing and watering

“What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came
to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. | planted the seed, Apollos
watered it, but God has been making it grow. So neither the one who plants nor the
one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. The one who plants
and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according
to their own labor. For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, Cod'’s
building.” (the Apostle Paul, 1 Corinthians 3.5-9)

Our main purpose this week is to experience freedom. Not freedom from government
influence or from some kind of authority or from along to-do list, but rather freedomin
showing and sharing the Cood News of Jesus. As noted last week, there can be alot that
holds us back in this area—social pressures, insecurity, all the awkwardness, and more. But
what if we began to see it as simply talking to others about Jesus in a genuine way
rather than trying to get someone to make a decision?

Scot McKnight points out that this was C.S. Lewis’ approach with Aslan in The Chronicles
of Narnia. In that epic story, Aslan the lion is the great High KKing of Narnia and is a
representation of Jesus. And what Lewis does in his writing is make you “love Aslan so much
that you want to enter into the story. And your response is: | want to climb on the Lion’s
back and put my face in His mane.” What if we began to see sharing the Cood News about

Jesus more like that?

Every time we talk about Jesus, we are good newsing (evangelizing) others. That is the
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task He has assigned to us. We pray for open doors (Col. 4.2-3). We proclaim the King (Col
4.4). We are always ready to give an answer for the hope we have in Jesus (1 Peter 3.15). We
speak with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3.16). As Paul points out, we plant seeds with
some people, and we water with others, but in all of it, Cod is the One who makes it grow (1
Cor 3.6). The King Himself brings salvation and new life (John 6.44; Acts 2.47; 2 Cor 5.18; 1
Cor 3.6).

By God's grace, may we all experience real freedom as we show and share Jesus this week.

BOW / READ AND BE “COOD NEWSED” BY MATTHEW

As you read or listen to these words, consider what you love about Jesus.

Day 1—Matthew 19

Day 2 — Matthew 20.1-17
Day 3 —Matthew 20.18-34
Day 4 —Matthew 21.1-22
Day 5 —Matthew 21.23-46
Day 6 —Matthew 22

Day 7 —Matthew 23

L A=}

SIT /ENGAGE WITH QUESTIONS

Over the course of this week, reflect on the following questions and interact with others

about them.
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Q. What are some things you love about Jesus?

Q. In the process of you becoming a follower of Jesus, who “good newsed” (shared Jesus
with) you? What was that like?

Q. What was stirred up in you from this week’s message about sowing and watering? Is

there anything worth confessing or worth celebrating related to this?

Q. Is there a tangible step you are hoping to take to connect with one (or more) of the
people you have been praying for? What do you need in order to take the step? Who can be
in this with you?

WALIC/ TALK ABOUT JESUS

As you continue the practice of talking about Jesus in everyday life, consider the question:

what could you say to someone that might cause them to love Jesus (or love Jesus more)?

RUN / PRAYERFULLY SHOW AND SHARE THE COOD NEWS

Sometimes sharing Jesus does look like boldly asking people if they know Him, but many
times it looks more like bringing His name up in everyday conversation. It looks like noticing
needs, asking people if they need prayer, or sharing a story of how Jesus has moved in
your life. Once again this week, is there a tangible step you could take to intentionally and
relationally connect with those around you? May you be set free to respond to any and

every provocation of the Holy Spirit related to this.
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WEEK 6

THE COOD NEWS

together on the front porch and around the table

‘Radically ordinary hospitality, those who live it see strangers as neighbors and
neighbors as family of God. They recoil at reducing a person to a category or a label.
They see God's image reflected in the eyes of every human being on earth. Those
who live out radically ordinary hospitality see their homes not as theirs at all but as
God's gift to use for the furtherance of His Kingdom. They open doors. They seek out
the under privileged. They know that the Gospel comes with a house key.” / Rosaria

Butterfield - The Gospel Comes with a House KKey

There are all kinds of good and right ways to lovingly share the Cood News of King Jesus.
One way we see in the Scriptures and throughout the generations of the churchiis the
practice of hospitality (Rom 12.13; 1 Pet 4.8; Heb 13.22). Followers of Jesus have along

tradition of finding and creating spaces to welcome and bless others in His Name.

In our cultural moment, two spaces of radically ordinary hospitality are the front porch

and the table. The front porch is a place, both literally and metaphorically speaking, where
people feel welcomed and are exposed to Jesus and His people in a positive, non-
threatening, joyful way. This can be welcoming neighbors (and strangers) onto our literal
front porches, offering a drink or an appetizer, or it can be creating and finding a similar
space like playing pickle ball, hosting game nights, or having a party. Inviting people onto

our front porch is how strangers become neighbors. The table is a place, both literally and
metaphorically speaking, where we bless people and have long conversations together with

them about meaningful things. The table was one of the main places where Jesus and His
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followers lived the Kingdom and shared the Good News. Inviting others into our home to
share a meal together with them is a way for neighbors to become family. Indeed, the Good

News of King Jesus does come with a house key.

BOW / READ AND BE “COOD NEWSED” BY MATTHEW

What is your response to Jesus?

Day 1—Matthew 24

Day 2 — Matthew 25

Day 3 —Matthew 26.1-35
Day 4 —Matthew 26.36-75
Day 5 —Matthew 27.1-31
Day 6 —Matthew 27.32-66
Day 7 —Matthew 28

SIT /ENGAGE WITH QUESTIONS

Over the course of this week, reflect on the following questions and interact with others

about them.

Q. What are some examples of radically ordinary hospitality on front porch spaces or around

the table that you have seen or experienced?

Q. As you continue to take steps of connecting with others who do not yet know and
follow Jesus, how could you use these concepts of the front porch and/or the table? What
do you need for this to happen? Who do you need for this to happen?
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Q. As we come to the end of this formation path, what have you seen the King do? What
will you take from this experience? Are there any steps you have wanted to take that you
have not yet taken? Are there practical ways you could continue to more deeply (and
precisely) grasp the Good News and more lovingly (and zealously) share it with those around

you?

WALIC/ TALK ABOUT JESUS

Spend some time reflecting on this practice of talking about Jesus. What have you learned?
Has this practice been helpful? Is it something you would like to continue to incorporate

into your life?

RUN / PRAYERFULLY SHOW AND SHARE THE GOOD NEWS

As you try to hear the Spirit's provocations, as you try to see the people around you, as
you pray about specific people, and as you try to intentionally and relationally connect with
them, the King is with you. As He leads, we are called to share the Cood News and, in so

doing, invite people to respond. This week and beyond, look for these opportunities.

‘But many people today assume that Christianity is one or more of these things —a
religion, a moral system, a philosophy. In other words, they assume that Christianity
is about advice. But it wasn’t and isn't. Christianity is, simply, good news. It is the
news that something has happened as a result of which the world is a different
place.” / NT. Wright, Simply Good News
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